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Isaiah  li.  I,  2. 


Look  unto  the  rock  whence  ye 
are  hewen^  and  the  hole  of 
the  pit  whence  ye  are  dig^ 
ged.  Look  unto  Ahraham 
your  father y and  to  Sarah 
that  hare  you. 

S there  is  a natural  love  planted  by 
inftindt  in  man  towards  his  own 
pofterity,  which  reaches  down  to 
childrens  children  ; To  this  affedii- 
on  reverts,  and  runs  up  beyond 
the  living  into  the  line  of  our  dead 
anceftors  : and  the  farther  we  can  trace  our  ori- 
ginal upwards,  the  greater  is  our  delight  in,  tlie 
greater  is  our  glorying  of  it.  The  care  and 
ftudy  of  genealogies  was  ever  cultivated  and 
honoured  among  the  Gentiles,  and  much  more 
among  the  Jews ; whofe  national  boaft  it  was 
that  they  had  Abraham  for  their  father,  that  th^y 
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were  hewn  from  this  rock.  And  we  Chriftians, 
tho’  informed  by  Scripture  that  our  forefathers 
are  but  fojourners  upon  earth,  are  yet  prompted 
by  nature  to  preferve  the  memorials  of  them: 
we  too  enroll  their  names,  and  garni fb  their  fe- 
pulchres ; and  tho’  many  generations  of  them 
are  pafled  away,  yet  we  think  it  no  fmall  luftre 
to  our  family,  to  be  able  to  fay,  that  their  tombs 
are  with  us  to  this  day.  Yea  in  general,  the 
tombs  of  the  dead  are  more  venerable  than  the 
palaces  of  the  living  > and  that  fcience  of  gene- 
alogies, fo  honoured  among  all  nations,  is  foun- 
ded on  this  hereditary  glory. 

Thus  far  is  the  diredbion  of  Nature,  inducing 
all  the  fons  of  men,  Gentiles,  Jews  and  Chri- 
flians,  to  own  their  original  alliance,  that  they 
were  hewn  from  one  rock : by  this  they  all  feem 
to  look  hack  to  Adam  their  father  y and  to  Eve  that 
bare  them. 

Now  if  inftindf  teaches  us  to  pay  fuch  regard 
to  thofe  who  are  our  fathers  by  natural  defeent, 
fliall  not  Religion  oblige  us  to  pay  a greater  to 
thofe,  who  are  our  fathers  by  the  Covenant  of 
God  ? For  in  the  eftimation  of  God  the  former 
relation  of  defeent  is  of  no  account ; they  are 
not  reckoned  among  the  feed  or  race  of  Abraham^ 
who  were  lineally  defeended  from  him,  born  af- 
ter the  flefh;  but  only  thofe,  who  were  made  chil- 
dren by  the  Covenant.  By  this  Covenant  the 
Gentile  ftranger  became  as  truly  the  feed  of  A- 
Irahanty  as  the  Jew  born  in  the  land  ,*  and  the 
children  which  God  did  all  along  raife  up  unto 
Abraham  out  of  thefe  ft  ones ^ were  as  much  ac- 
cepted, 
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cepted,  as  thofe  hewn  out  of  that  natural 
rock. 

And  if  it  be  thus  honourable  to  defcend  from 
the  feed  of  Alraham  which  God  had  chofen,  it  is 
Hill  more  honourable  to  derive  from  the  houfe  of 
Aarofiy  which  God  feparated  from  that  chofen 
feed,  to  place  in  a nearer  relation  to  himfelf. 
Thusfaid  Mofes  : Hear^  / pray  you,  ye  fons  of 
Levi : Is  it  a fmall  thing,  that  God  fhould  fepa~ 
rate  you  from  the  congregation,  to  Iringyou  nearun^ 
to  himfelf?  No ; it  is  the  greateft,  and  the  mod 
honourable  relation  in  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

Now  the  Chrifrian  hath  this  advantage  among 
many  others  above  the  Jew,  that  whereas  that 
Legal  adrainiftration  in  holy  things  was  confi- 
ned to  the  houfe  of  Aaron  and  the  tribe  of  Leviy 
the  Chriftian  Prieilhood  admits  into  it  all  per- 
fons  from  whatever  family  or  tribe  lineally  de- 
fcended.  As  under  the  law  Levi  ivas  divided  m 
Jacob,  being  intermix’d,  tho’  not  incorporated 
with  the  other  tribes ; fo  under  the  Gcfpel  the 
other  tribes  flow  back  into  Levi,  being  admitted 
not  only  to  dwell  among,  but  to  be  of  it : fo  that 
in  our  Ifrael  it  is  the  mofl  numerous  of  all  the 
tribes. 

But  whether  under  the  Law  or  the  Gofpel, 
whether  among  the  Jews  or  Chriftians,  the  Order 
it  felf  is  the  mofl  honourable,  in  that  it  brings 
us  near  unto  God.  • For  as  in  the  Jewifli  Church 
adoption  into  the  Covenant  of  Abraham  was  more 
honourable,  than  defeent  from  him;  and  fepara- 
tion  to  the  Prieflhood  more  fo,  than  adoption 
into  the  Covenant ; fo  in  the  Chrifiian  Church, 
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admlfljon  into  it  by  Baptifm  is  more  honourable, 
than  our  birth  into  the  world  ; but  our  appoint- 
ment to  minifter  in  it  is  dill  more  honourable, 
than  our  admilTion  into  it. 

This  is  the  Order  which  we,  my  brethren,  have 
all  of  us  the  honour  todefcend  from,  fome  among 
us  to  be  of : an  Order  fet  apart  by  God  for  the 
edifying  of  his  Church.  This  is  the  rock,  from 
whence  we  are  hewn,  cholen  of  God,  and  preci- 
ous, and  hallow'd  for  the  building  of  his  Tem- 
ple, Indeed  this  Rock  the  modern  Guilders  have 
refufed:  this  Order  wicked  men  have  of  latere- 
, jetded,  and  prophanely  flandered,  as  the  burthen 
of  a people,  and  the  pefl:  of  focieties  ; as  an  Or- 
der compofed  of  idle  or  wicked  men,  of  fuper- 
ftitious  dreamers,  or  violent  incendiaries ; on  one 
hand,  the  diredf  hinderers  of  the  publick  good,  by 
Exod.v.4'.  rhe  people  from  their  works  thro’ their  fre- 

^.quen^  pretences  of  facrificing  to  the  Lord,  of 
keepih^  multitudes  of  feafts  and  fafts,  whence  the 
tale  oLlpricks  fails,  the  publick  income  is  dimi- 
nilhed;  bn  the  other  hand,  as  diredt  promoters  of 
Matt.x.  publick  mifchief,  by  fettingthe  people  at  variance 
35*  thro’  their  various  pretences  of  believing,  of  their 
dodfrines  and  ConfelTions,  whence  come  wars, 
maflacres,  perfecutions : an  Order,  which  inflead 
of  ufeful  knowledge,  brings  in  ignorance  ; inftead 
Ibid.  34.  of  induftry,  idlenefs  ; inltead  of  peace,  a fword : 

in  a word,  an  Order,  that  either  impoverilhes  or 
Adsxvii.  infefts,  that  brings  under  or  turns  the  world upfide> 
down ; and  that  ought  therefore  to  be  regulated, 
or  extirpated  from  off  the  earth. 
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An  heavy  charge,  and  feemingly  terrible,  i 

brought  againft  our  Order  j.but  happily  the  very  | 

fame  in  the  main  articles  thereof,  chat  the  Egyp-  \ 

tian  task  mailers  brought  againft  Mofes  and  Aa- 
ron ; and  the  Jewifli  rulers  againft  Chrift  and  his 
Apoftles.  I 

But,  my  brethren,  left  any  among  you, 
whofe  employments  may  not  lead  to  the  know- 
ledge of  thele  things,  fliould,  for  want  of  infer-  , 

mation  in  them,  be  afraid  thro’  the  terrors,  or  j 

afliam’d  thro’  the  accufations  of  thefe  men,  to  'i 

own  his  defeent  from  this  Order ; but  that  on  ■ 

the  contrary  ye  may  have  fomewhat  more  both  ; 

to  glory  on  this  behalf,  and  utterly  to  lliame 
thofe,  ^\\Oy  fo  cruelly,  fo  difdainfully,  fo  defpite- 
fully  Jpeak  againfl  the  righteous  ; 1 crave  your  at-  jj 

tention,  whilft  I fet  before  you  the  tranfeendent 
excellency  of  our  Order,  above  all  other  orders, 
ranks,  or  profeftions  of  men.  For  in  the  confi- 
dence of  accufing  if  they  are  hold,  in  the  cou*  2 Cor.  xi. 
rage  of  vindicating  it  will  not  misbecome  us  to  21. 
he  hold  alfo. 

Now  in  this  caufe,  fince  thefe  men  and  their  'i 

abettors  appeal  chiefly  unto  fadl,  judging  of  the 
Order  by  the  perfons,  therefore  unto  fa<ft  chiefly  ' 

will  we  go.  Wherefore  I crave  your  leave  alfo,  ^ 

that  in  conformity  to  thefe  I may  invert  the  I 

right  method,  and  fo  fliew  the  excellency  of  our  i 

Order,  3 

1®,  From  the  dignity  of  the  perfons,  that  have 
been  of  it,  who  have  been  in  all  ages  the  great 
lights  and  benefadlors  to  the  world. 

But 
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But  forafmuch,  as  had  the  perfons  faded,  yet 
the  Order  it  felf  (lands  good  ; I (hall  proceed  to 
prove  its  excellency  from  that  furer  argument, 
tho’  poftpon’d,  namely, 

From  the  dignity  of  its  inftitution  : in 
that  it  is  an  Order  of  men,  which  God  has  cho- 
fen  out  of,  and  appointed  to  laft  to  the  end  of,  the 
world  • an  Order  perpetual,  univerfal,  unalter- 
able. 

And  after  we  have  thus  look’d  back,  ,and  fur- 
vcy’d  the  great  and  glorious  men,  that  have 
fucceffively  been  of  our  Order,  and  have  (hone 
forth  and  done  good  to  the  world  ; I lliall,  ^ 
as  the  proper  effed:  of  fuch  a view  or  retro^ 
fped:. 

Exhort  you  to  maniteft  your  relation  to 
them,  by  imitating  their  examples,  and  by  wal- 
king worthy  of  fuch  a defcent. 

Let  us  look  back  and  take  a view  of  the 
perfons,  that  have  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Church  been  of  this  Order,  v/z.  of  the, Foun- 
der and  his  Succellbrs  in  the  Chriftian  Prieft- 
hood. 

What  an  everlafting  glory  was  it  to  the  feed 
of  Abraham^  that  the  Son  of  God  fliould  take  that 
feed  upon  himfelf  in  preference  to  the  nature  of 
Angels  and  fhould  not  be  ajhamed  to  call  us 
brethren^  who  according  to  that  true  confeflion  of 
Abraham  our  father,  are  hut  dufl  and  ajhes } But 
then  what  a peculiar  honour  was  it  to  the  feed 
of  Aarouy  what  an  exceeding  glory  to  our  facred 
Calling,  that  the  Son  of  Goid  (hould  not  be  aflia- 
mcd  to  partake  of  the  fame,  nay,  and  to  be  regu- 
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larly  call’d  to  it.  For  as  no  man  taketh  this  ho-  Heb.'v.  4, 
nour  unto  himjelf,  hut  he  that  is  called  of  God^  as  "i' 
was  Aaron  5 fo  Chriji  glorify  d not  himfelf  to  be 
made  an  high  priefl  ; hut  he  that  faid  unto  him^ 

Thou  art  my  Son  ; this  day  have  I begotten  thee. 

As  he  was  thus  called  of  God  from  his  mother’s 
womb,  fo  was  he  publickly  confecrated  and  ad- 
mitted to  this  office  at  the  proper  age.  For  as 
the  Levites  were  to  be  thirty  years  old,  every  one  Num.  iv. 
that  came  to  do  the  fervice  of  the  minijtry ; fo  47* 
when  Chrift  began  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,  Luke  iii.  1 
then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  came-'i>  I 
upon  him  in  a bodily  fhape,  to  anoint  him,  and  to 
fend  him  forth  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  to  do  the  fer-  , 

vice  of  the  Evangelical  Miniftry.  Accordingly 
being  thus  made  a Prieft,  the  High  priefl  of  Hcb.iii.i;  , 
profeffion,  regularly  called,  confecrated,  and  fent  vii.  28.  1 
forth,  as  in  the  days  of  his  Miniftration  he  ivas 
faithful  to  him  who  appointed  him  ; fo  at  the  end  iii-  »• 
of  thofe  days  he  fent  others,  as  the  Father  had\<ch'a.  xx.  j 
fent  him,  to  miniller  in  the  fame  office  by  a per-  -*•  | 

petual  fuccelfion.  Was  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
a Prieft  then  ?,  Ye  fee,  that  he  was  a Priefl:,  the  ji 

flrfl  of  our  Order,  which  he  founded,  and  which  j 

he  honour’d  with  his  perfonal  Miniftration.  As  f 

we  live,  no  man,  nor  order  of  men,  Jhall  rob  us  of  k 

this  boafling.  He  was  a Prieft,  an  High  prieft,  j 

or  Bifhop  ; in  both  refpeds  a fhepherd  of  fouls  • i Pet.  ii.| 
and  he  appointed  the  Prieflhood  in  the  fame  or-  ^5-  ■ 

ders  : and  whether  this  appointment  be  prieft-  ' 

craft  or  not,  thofe  blafphemers  fliali  fee  in  that 
day,  and  fliall  be  everlaftingly  convinc’d  from  that 
hand,  which  originally  ordain’d  it. 
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Next  in  fucceflion  in  the  Chriftian  Priellhood 
is  the  glo^toug  company  of  tlje  apoftlcs , which" 
(land  next  to  the  great  Founder  in  the  head  of 
our  genealogy,  men  of  everlafting  renown,  God 
having  filled  them  with  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and 
wrought  great  glory  by  them  in  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  his  Church.  Thefe  men,  whofe  com- 
miiTion  went  out  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  great- 
eft  empires  and  dominions,  even  unto  the  ends  of 
the  world',  having  power  given  them  over  all  na- 
tions, and  over  Nature,  yea  beyond,  over  the 
principalities  and  powers  of  darknefsj  thefe, 
whofe  names  are  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Life, 
and  whofe  days  are  kept  in  the  Catholick 
Church,  thefe,  the  Apostles  w'ere  our  ance- 
ftors. 

From  thefe  let  us  defcend  to  their  fucceflbrs, 
the  Bishops  and  Fathers  of  the  Catholick 
Church,  which  have  been  honour’d  in  their 
feveral  generations.  We  look  back  with  won- 
der upon  the  catalogues  of  great  men  among 
the  Greeks  and  Romans;  which  fucceeding  each 
other,  did  for  many  hundred  years  fliine  fo  bright 
in  thofe  two  parts  of  the  heathen  world  ,•  and 
doubtlefs  they  llione  the  brighter,  becaufe  of  the 
darknefs  that  fiirrounded  them. 

But  Chriftianity,  which  open’d  a new  fcene  of 
things,  rais’d  alfo  a new  race  of  men,  Bilhops  and 
Fathers,  in  whom  there  appear’d  a glory,  Superi- 
or to  what  had  been  leen  before,  in  knowledge 
and  fandity  ; a knowledge  laying  hold  of  eternal 
Truth,  a faniftity  breathing  after  eternal  Life. 
In  the  antient  Heathen,  tho’  there  were  many 
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parts  of  knowledge  which  the  greateft  Chrifllans 
might  admire ; yet  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God  there  was  fuch  an  elTential  defedr,  that  the 
leaft  of  Chriftians  muft  pity.  They  did  indeed 
in  action  and  knowledge,  in  arts  and  fciences, 
carry  human  nature  to  its  highefl  ftature.  But 
the  Fathers  and  Bilhops  of  the  primitive  Church, 
who  to  that  knowledge  added  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gofpel,  became  thereby  greater,  than  by 
nature  men  could  be.  This  joyning  of  the  Chri- 
flian  revelation  to  the  Heathen  learning,  exalted 
the  race  of  men,  refembling  in  the  beft  fence  the 
intermarriage  recorded  Gen.  vi.  when  the  fons  of 
God  took  wives  of  the  daughters  of  men^  from  w'hom 
Iprang  the  giants. 

Tis  not  within  the  compafs  of  my  time  or 
purpofe  to  defcend  to  particulars,  nor  to  open 
before  you  the  rolls  of  thofe  holy  Fathers,  w'hich 
beginning  from  the  Apoftles  in  a regular  un- 
interrupted fuccelTion,  * fate  in  the  epifcopal 
thrones  of  Jerufalem,  Antioch.,  Alexandria,  and 
Rome,  thofe  Patriarchal  Churches,,  befides  thofe 
Bilhops  who  govern'd  in  their  fubordinate  Sees. 
Who  can  count  their  numbers  ? much  lefs  tell  of 
their  adis  ? Great  as  the  Gentiles  were,  yet  had 
they  been  ten  times  greater,  they  were  but  few 
in  number,  and  Ihew'd  forth  their  greatnefs  only 
at  Athens  and  at  Rome.  But  thefe  were  innumera- 
ble, planted  throughout  the  world:  the  Eajl  and 
Wefl  were  filhd  with  their  glory  ; infomuch  that 
the  poor  remote  corners  of  the  earth,  fitting  in 

» Eufebius  in  his  Ecclef,  Hift.  has  given  Catalogues  of  thefe 
down  to  his  time^  MZ,  about  the  Tear  300. 

dark- 
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darknefs,  enjoy’d  in  part  the  bleffing  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  upon  whom  great  lights  arofe.  It  would 
be  infinite  to  run  round  all  nations,  and  to  view 
them  feparately  as  Ihining  id  their  feveral  divi- 
fions  : let  us  only  behold  them,  or  rather  a part 
of  them,  convened  in  a general  council.  What 
antient  ienate,  or  modern  congrefs  can  be  com- 
par’d to  the  Nicene  council  in  number  or  dignity 
of  perfons,  thofe  facred  Ambaffadors  fummon’d 
to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  Church  > In  number 
there  were  above  three  hundred  Bilhops  at  once, 
In  dignity  far  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  alfo 
confelfors,  who  having  witncfled  a good  confef- 
fion  before  their  perfecuting  governors,  as  their 
mafter  had  done  before  Pilate^  were  the  more  ve- 
nerable for  thofe  fears,  the  marks  of  the  Lord  JefuSy 
which  on  that  account  they  lore  in  their  body. 
The  appearance  of  this  aflembly,  when  fitting  to- 
gether, was  fuch,  fo  far  beyond  any  human  fight 
or  reprefentation,  that  the  Hiflorian,  an  eye- 
witnefs,  faith,  “ it  was  a rcfemblance  of  the 
“ Kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  liker  to  a vifion  than 
“ a reality.”  Read  the  = teftimpny  which  Conflan- 
tine  the  Great  gave  of  thefe  men ; and  behold, 
what  treatment  he  lliew’d  them:  he  receiv’d  them 
into  his  palace,  fate  down  with  them  at  his  tabic  ,* 
but  would  not  fit  down  with  them  in  the  ^ coun- 
cil, without  firft  asking  their  leave.  Let  our 
modern  Arians,  the  relidts  of  that  venomous 
feed,  whofe  head  was  then  bruifed  by  the  Ana- 

fa  Eufeb.  de  vita  Conftanc.  lib.  3.  0 15, 

c Conftantini  epift.  ad  pop.  Alexand.  Socra.  lib.  i. 

^ Eufeb,  de  vie.  Conft.  lib.  3.  c.  10, 
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thema  of  that  Cbuncii,  fend  forth  an  hiding  at 
thefe  ads  of  Confiantine  paid  to  our  anceftors  : 
but  wherever  the  Gofpel  jhall  he  preached  by  their 
pofterity,  let  thefe  things  he  told  for  a memorial 
of  him. 

We  cannot  flay  in  pading  down  thro’  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  to  caft  an  eye  upon,  nor  fo  much  as 
to  mention  the  other  councils,  general,  national, 
provincial ; wherein  thofe  holy  Fathers  fate  as 
AmbafTadors  ; much  lefs  to  view  them  in  their 
feveral  jurifdidions,  wherein  they  ruled  as  Bi- 
Ihops : whofc  ads  and  decrees  make  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  world ; and  without 
the  fame  whereof  one  might  juftly  fay,  that  the 
former  days  of  the  Gentile  world  would  have 
been  more  illuftrious,  if  not  better  than  thefe. 
Only  this  one  thing  the  time  allows,  and  the  times 
oblige  me  to  mention,  as  a glory  inherent  in  the 
charader  of  the  Fathers;  that  as  they  were  ap- 
pointed by  God  to  be  the  Ambaiiadors,  fo  were 
they  acknowledged  by  men  to  be  the  bed  inter- 
preters of  the  word  of  God,  that  Law  of  theMoJi 
High  i even  as  the  Judges  in  our  Ifrael,  which 
tho'  not  the  authors,  are  referred  to  as  the  inter- 
preters of  our  Law.  And  as  the  reports  and  de- 
crees of  antient  Judges  which  now  reft  in  their 
graves,  are  the  rule  of  the  prefent  that  fit  on  our 
tribunals ; as  thefe  Jland  and  ask  for  the  old pathsy 
which  is  the  good  way  ; determining  it  to  be  the 
goody  becaufe  cldc  fo  the  antient  writings  and 
interpretations  of  the  Fathers,  the  authority  of 
each  taking  place  with  their  aij|iquity,  have  been, 
are,  ought,  and  muft  be,  the  rule  of  judging  in 


all  fucceeding  ages  of  the  Church.  Such  is  the 
authority  of  the  antient  Fathers,  next  in  degree, 
as  in  time,  to  that  of  the  Apoftles  ; the  Fathers 
as  interpreters,  the  Apoftles  as  cnditers  of  the  ho- 
ly Gofpel : both  called  to  be  preachers  of  it,  both 
our  anceftors  in  the  Chriftian  Priehhood.  And 
thofe  that  are  fons,  who  believe  the  infpiration 
of  the  one,  generally  fubmit  to  the  interpretati- 
ons of  the  other. 

The  Fathers  then,  to  whom  were  committed 
the  cuftody  of  the  Oracles  of  God,  and  to  whom 
we  owe  the  interpretations  thereof  > from  whom 
came  the  antient  verfions  of  the  Scriptures,  in- 
fomuch  that  thro’  the  Eafl  and  Weft  the  word  Gf 
life  was  read  to  every  man  in  his  own  tongue  ^ 
wherein  he  was  lorn  : they  who  compos’d,  who 
manag’d,  and  who  recorded  the  feveral  councils 
of  the  Church  in  every  nation  and  century  i to 
whom  we  owe  not  only  all  the  ecclefiaftical  hifto- 
ry,  but  almoflall  the  other  annals  of  the  Chriflian 
World  ; they  who  fubdued  herefies  ftrong  and 
mighty,  putting  to  flight  thofe  armies  of  the 
Aliens^  which  in  every  age  came  up  againft  the 
Ifrael  of  God ; thofe  whom  pious  Princes  greatly 
honour’d,  whilfl;  living ; and  whom  the  Church 
hath  canonifed,  when  dead  : they  who  were 
Saints  and  Martyrs,  exalting  human  nature  above 
it  felf,  by  life  and  in  death ; thefe  men  of  whom 
the  worfd  was  not  worthy^  thefe,  the  Fathers  were 
our  anceftors. 

But  left  any  one  fliould  fay,  that  we  boaft  of 
things  without  o^  line,  of  times  and  perfons 
remote  from  our  alliance,  we  w'ill  eome  to  our 
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own  land.  Neither  will  I fcruple  to  look  back 
into  the  days  before  the  Reformation,  and  to 
praife  thofe  famous  Prelates  , by  whom  very 
great  things  were  done  to  this  nation.  Thefe 
men  were  the  glory  of  their  times^  whatever  thole 
times  were.  Thefe  were  they,  that  founded  the 
greater  part  of  the  Abbies  and  Monafteries, which 
however  corrupted  by  time,^as  they  were  great- 
ly corrupted,)  were  yet  pious  and  charitable  in 
their  inllitution : infomuch  that  all  the  poor  of 
the  nation  were  fupported  at  their  gates.  There 
\i^as  no  ® burthen  of  that  kind  in  thofe  days  j 
which  in  thefe  is  grown  to  be  an  equivalent  to 
all  the  prefent  charities,  and  almofl;  all  the  Tax- 
es in  the  land.  But  thefe  are  fwept  away,  and 
buried  in  oblivion  : wherefore  the  dead  cannot 
praife  their  founders.  But  the  livings  they  Jhall 
praife  them  j the  Cathedral  Churches,  which 
furvive  the  devourings  of  time  and  facrilege,  and 
are  known  to  exceed  in  magnificence,  as  they 
do  in  worfliip,  thofe  of  other  nations,  thefe  do 
proclaim  to  us  the  greatnefs  of  thofe  men,  who 
could  build  fuch  Temples  with  their  own 
flrength  j when  This,  in  which  we  now  Hand, 
the  glory  of  our  nation,  has  been  alfo  the  work 
of  it. 

Other  men,  I confefs,  have  in  all  times  ador- 
ned our  land  with  palaces,  llrong  and  fumptu- 
ousj  but  then  they  have  dwelt  in  what  they 
built ; whereas  the  houfes,  which  our  anceftors 
have  eredted,  have  been  palaces  ; but  then  they 


« Fflr  tht  firjl  Pmt  Tax  vas  enaSed,  4a  Eliz, 
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have  been  not  for  their  families,  for  the 
Lord  God. 

But  let  us  pafs  from  the  houfes  of  God  to  the 
fchools  of  the  Prophets,  our  two  Universities. 
Let  us  walk  about  them,  and  tell  the  towers 
thereof:  and  let  us  ask,  who  were  the  founders 
of,  who  the  benefadors  to,  all  this  greatnefs  ? 
Were  they  not  almoft  all  of  the  Ecclefiaftick 
Order,  men  famous  in  their  generations  ; by 
whofe  endowments  fuch  as  neither  Athens  or 
Rome^  neither  the  Heathen  or  Chrifliaii  world 
ever  faw,  this  our  land  is  in  learning  allowed  to 
be  the  glory  of  all  lands  ? Thefe  two  Semina- 
ries might  not  improperly  be  faid  to  be,  as  the 
eyes  to  the  learned  world  ; in  comparifon  of 
which  the  foreign  Univerfities  appear  as  no- 
thing, are  as  nothing.  But  what  is  far  beyond 
the  excellency  of  their  learning,  is  their  care 
and  fupport  of  Religion  ; thefe  Bodies  being 
doubtlefs  the  bulwark  of  our  Church,  as  that  is 
of  the  Reformation.  O ye  fchools  of  the  Pro- 
phets, which  according  to  the  maxim  of  the 
great  Prophet,  are  not  without  honour^  abundant 
honour^  jave  in  your  own  countrey  ; If  I forget  ye, 
whether  in  mirth  or  in  heavineis,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning. 

But  it  the  Clergy  before  the  Reformation  w'ere 
great  in  their  benefadions,  thofe  fince  that  great 
JEra  have  by  virtue  of  thofe  benefadions  been 
great  in  their  learning  j nay,  great  in  their  bene- 
ladions  too,  fince  they  brought  on  and  accom- 
plilhed  the  Reformation.  For  look  and  read, 
whofe  thofe  names  are,  and  to  what  perfons 

they 


they  belong,  that  (land  upon  the  lift  of  our 
Reformers:  that  compil’d  our  Liturgy,  a mighty 
work ; that  tranflated  the  Scriptures  into  our 
mother  tongue,  opening  that  fealed  Book,  which 
no  other  Order  of  men  were  able  to  open  ? 
Were  not  all  and  every  of  thefe  of  the  Clergy, 
Bilhops  and  Fathers  ? Who  were  thofe  ^ Mar- 
tyrs, that  feal’d  the  Covenant  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, we  truft  therefore  an  everlafting  Covenant, 
with  their  blood  ? Who  were  thofe  ^ Champions, 
which  afterwards  took  up  the  feveral  challenges 
of  Rome^  and  vanquilh’d  them,  when  all  others 
in  the  camp  of  Ijrael  flood  difmay’d  ? Thefe 
were  the  Clergy  : and  their  defences  are  kept, 
XikQ  GoUah's  fword  , behind  the  altar;  and  are 
the  armour,  wherein  we  truft  at  this  day.  On 
the  other  hand,  who  were  thofe  ''  Watchmen,  in 
their  watchings  unweary ’d,  in  their  writings  in- 
vincible, that  after  this  expulfion  of  Popery  kept 
the  gates  for  almoft  an  hundred  years  againft  the 
entrance  of  Presbytery,  a defence  equal  to  the 
victory  of  the  former ; if  we  confider,  that  it 
was  for  many  years  prefs’d  on  by  the  united  in- 
terefts  of  foreign  States  where  it  was  eftablilh'd, 
and  encourag’d  by  leaders  at  home,  mighty  men, 
who  alfo  kept  the  ‘ keys  to  thofe  gates  ? A lift 
of  thefe  I could  produce,  little  inferiour  to  that 


f Cranmer,  Ridley,  Latimer,  (3c. 

g Jewel,  Raynolds,  Laud,  (3c.  againft  Harding,  Hart,  Fith- 
er,  ^c. 

h Whitgift,  Bancroft,  Andrews,  Hooker,  (3c. 
i See  the  charaSer  of  Archbifhop  Abbot,  Clarendon’^  Hifti* 
U,  voi.  I, 
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of  our  Reformers : efpecially  if  I fliould  add  to 
that  lift  thofe  Martyrs  and  Confeflbrs>  a noble 
army , compos’d  of  many  thoufands ; whofe 
fufferings,  the  firft  occahon  of  this  our  foiemn 
meeting,  are  recorded  in  a late  book  of  ^ Mar- 
tyrology  • a record  which  ought  to  be  kept  in 
every  fancftuary,  from  which  they  were  wicked- 
ly and  cruelly  expell’d.  Laftiyf  %vhen  Popery 
was  coming  in  upon  us  with  fuch  terror,  that  all 
jnouths  were  ftopp’d,  and  all  hands  fell  down, 
who  were  thofe,  that  by  writings  and  fufferings 
fet  themfelves  againft  it,  going  even  into  bonds 
and  imprifonment  ? Thefc  were  the  Clergy  of 
this  Church,  Billiops  and  Presbyters ; we  call 
thofe  themfelves  who  fuffered,  and  thofe  who 
were  lav’d  by  their  fufferings,  to  witnefs  for  us 
at  this  day. 

I muft  omit  to  recount,  what  inimitable  Prea- 
chers have  fprung  from  our  Order  in  every  age  ; 
and  what  mafterly  Writers,  that  will  live  in  all 
ages-  Neither  has  it  been  fruitful  only  to  the 
fupply  and  ornament  of  the  Church ; but  out  of 
its  exuberancy  every  fcience  has  borrow’d  its 
profellors.  Who  have  been  thofe *  * Chronologers, 
that  have  fearch’d  deepeft  into  and  fettled  the 
boundaries  of  antient  times,  relating  to  the  whole 
world  as  well  as  to  the  Church  of  God  i Who 
have  been  and  are  the  reftorers  of  antient  lear- 
ning, learned  editors  next  in  merit  to  the  au- 
thors? Who  the  inventors  and  improvers  of 


k Walker V fufferings  of  the  Clergy, 

* Mountague,  Uflier,  Lydiat,  Pearfon,  Loyd^  Ep*  W*  (^c. 
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that  " Science,  which  alone  can  let  us  into  the 
knowledge  of  Nature,  and  by  her  various  fcale 
teach  us  to  comprehend  the  works  of  God, which 
iie  has  made  i»  number^  vjeight  and  measure  t E- 
ven  thefe  have  moft  of  them  fprung  out  of  our 
facred  Tribe,  as  if  God  had  ordained  to  reveal 
himfelf  in  his  works  as  well  as  in  his  word,  by 
thofe  whom  he  had  chofen.  I will  not  conde- 
fcend  to  mention  the  lefler  ornaments  and  auxi- 
i iiaries  of  learning,  tho’  out  of  thefe  we  could 
j raife  praife  to  our  Order.  Only  this  I will  men . 

I tion  as  the  clofe  of  all ; that  as  the  Clergy  have 
abounded  in  all  wildom  and  all  knowledge,  fo 
have  they  not  negledled  the  Apoftles  advice,  to 
, abound  in  the  grace  alfo  of  Charity,  the  greateft 
I of  all,  and  moil  to  be  obferv’d  on  this  icail  of 
f Charity : whereof  they  have  left  fuch  " monu- 
ments even  fince  the  Restoration,  as  are  able 
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« Oughtred,  Wallis,  Ward,  Barrow, 

n In  confirmation  of  their  cbaraQer  in  THIS  as  in  the  fore- 
going  particulars,  I will  infert  this  account  out  of  Dr.  Cham- 
berlain’j  Prefent  State  of  England,  where  fpea\ing  of  former 
times,  he  faith  j 

Great  was  the  authority  of  the  Clergy  in  thofe  days,  and 
their  memory  fhould  be  precious  in  thefe  days,  if  we  confi- 
der,  that  they  were  the  authors  of  fo  great  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages to  this  kingdom  ; that  there  are  few  things  of  aiiy 
importance  for  promoting  of  the  welfare  of  this  Church  and 
State,  wherein  the  Bifltops  and  Prelates,  under  God,  have 
not  been  the  principal  inftruments.  The  excellent  Laws 
made  by  King  Ina,  King  Athelfian,  King  Edmond,  and  St.  Ed- 
ward the  Cojifeffor,  from  whom  we  have  our  common 
Laws,  and  our  Privileges  mentioned  in  Magna  Ghana,  were 
all  made  by  the  perfuafions  and  advice  of  Archbifiiops  and 
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not  only  to  put  to  filence  the  old  objedion  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  but  alfo  to  put  to  fliame 
men  of  other  profeffions  and  fe£ts,  that  have 
been  furnifli’d  with  equal  and  greater  abilities. 

There  have  arifen  among  us  men  of  great  i| 
genius  in  that  profelTion,  which  makes  fo  mighty  j 

a figure 


Bifliops  named  in  our  hiftories.  The  union  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Torl^and  Lancajlir  (whereby  a long  and  bloody 
War  was  ended)  was  by  the  moft  wife  advice  and  counfelof 
Bifhop  Morton^  then  a Privy*  Counfellor.  The  union  of  EtJg^ 
land  and  Scotland^  that  inexpreilible  advantage  to  both  Na- 
tions, was  brought  to  pafs  by  the  long  forefighc  of  the  Reve- 
rend Bilhop  Fox,  a Privy- Counfellor,  in  advifing  Henry  VII. 
to  match  his  eldeft  daughter  to  Scotland,  and  his  younger  to 
France,  Moft  of  the  great  publick  works  now  remaining  in 
England,  acknowledge  their  antient  and  prefent  being,  either 
to  the  foie  coft  and  charges,  or  to  the  liberal  contributions, 
or  at  leaft  to  the  powerful  perfuafions  of  Bifliops,  as  moft 
of  the  beft  endowed  Colleges  in  both  our  Univerfities,  very 
many  Hofpirals,  Churches,  Palaces,  Caftles,  have  been  foun- 
ded and  built  by  Bifhops : even  that  famous  chargeable  and 
difficult  ftruclure  of  London^Bridge  ftands  oblig’d  to  the  libe- 
ral contributions  of  an  Archbifliop;  and  it  was  a Bilhop  of 
London,  at  whole  earneft  requcft  William  the  Conqueror 
granted  to  the  City  of  London  fo  large  Privileges,  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  upon  fome  folemn  days  of  iheir 
reforc  to  Sr.  Faul's  Church,  did  before  the  late  dreadful  fire, 
go  in  proce/Iion  about  the  grave-ftone  where  that  Bifhop  lay 
interred. 

'We  have  been  very  particular  in  our  former  editions  as  to 
the  Beneficence  of  our  Englijh  Bifhops,  in  founding,  build- 
ing, and  augmenting  Schools,  Colleges  aod  Hofpirals,  in 
repairing  of  Cathedral  Churches  and  Epifcopal  Houfes,  in 
their  magnificent  and  ufeful  works,  publick  Libraries,  and 
the  like  ; in  the  redemption  of  Captives  from  Algiers,  all 
the  Englijh  that  were  flaves  there  being  at  once  redeenjed  by 
the  Enghfh  Bifhops, 
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a figure  in  our  land,  I mean  the  Law.  But  it  is 
the  unavoidable  difad vantage  of  that  profeiTion, 
that  tlie  knowledge  of  it,  how  confumraate  fo- 
ever,  is  but  local,  limited  to  our  clime.  Our 
municipal  Laws,  like  our  coin,  tho’  ally’d  in 
fubflance  to  thofe  of  other  nations,  yet  having 

B 4 their 


In  thefe  and  fuch  like  particulars  you  may  there  fee  that 
Dr.  pyilliam  Juxton,  Archbiihop  Q^  Canterbury's  Beneficences 


amounted  to  — «■  ^ ■'  ■■ — 64000/, 

Dr,  Gilbert  Sheldon  •••'  ■ yyooo  /• 

Dr.  Brian  l)upj)a  — -■■r  ^ 46000  /• 

Dr,  Frevpen,  befide  Abatements  -.■  ■■  15000/. 

Dr.  Cofins  — 66000/. 

Dr.  PFarner  * ,,  .■■■■  ■- — — 59600/. 


307600  /; 


Befides  the  Deans  and  Chapters  there  mentioned* 


Canterbury 
PF'inchffier 
Durham  - 
Ely 

Exeter  *— 
Lincoln  — 
B^chtfi  er  — 
PVarcefier  — 
mndfor  - 

TorK  

Weils  


16000  /. 
45800  /. 

1500  /. 
14000  /. 
26000  /, 
1 1 000  /, 
1 0000  -/. 
19000  /, 
28500  /. 
8000  /, 
8000  /. 


187800  /. 

^ Sum  Tcta! 495400  /. 

The  reft  doubtlefs  parted  with  their  Money  proportionably^ 

Seethe  Edition  of  1707  ; becaufe  in  that  of  1708  the  firjl 
paragraph  is  d)opp^d,  and  in  that  of  1710  the  vohole  is  left 
out ; But  'tis  hoped^  fo  valuable  a tejiimony  in  favour  of 
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their  own  (lamp  and  allay,  are  current  only  in 
our  own. 

And  as  the  knowledge  in  thefe  is  local,  fo  is  it 
temporary.  For  th^y  being  founded  on  Cuftoms 
alterable  by  Statutes,  or  on  Statutes  alterable  by 
others,  mull  of  courfe  change  with  the  difference 
of  times,  and,  like  our  coin  too,  pafs  under  various 
impreflions.  Wherefore  the  great  profeffbrs  in  it 
muff  be  content  to  live  almoft  to  their  own  times, 
as  well  as  to  their  own  land.  Tho’  their  counfel 
Ihould  be,  as  if  one  enquired  of  the  oracle  of  God^ 
yet  it  is  chiefly  that,  which  they  counfel  in  thofe 
days,  in  which  they  live.  But  this  is  the  advan- 
tage of  the  profeifers  in  Divinity  and  in  other 
fciences,'  (which  as  I faid  have  chiefly  arifen  out 
of  our  Order,}  that  their  knowledge  being  foun- 
ded on  eternal  Truths,  unbounded  by  place  or 
time  ; as  their  found  is  gone  into  all  lands,  fo  will 
it  defcend  thro’  all  ages.  Such  then  have  been 
the  perfpns,  that  have  been  of  our  Order,  glori- 
ous in  their  times,  in  their  memories  immortal  : 
of  thefe  will  he  glory,  thd  of  our  f elves  we  do  not 
glory. 

But  forafmuch  as  had  the  perfons  fail’d,  in  no 
degree  anfwering  to  the  dignity  of  their  Order, 
yet  that  it  felf  {lands  good  j therefore  I ftiall  (hew 
the  excellency  of  it. 

♦ 

the  Clergy^  voiU  he  reffored  in  future  Editions*  However  this 
will  be  my  excufe  for  inferring  it  here* 
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From  the  dignity  of  its  inftitution ; in  that 
' ' it  is  a (landing  Order  of  Fnen,  which  God  hath 

[ taken  out  from  the  world,  and  ordained  to  con- 

tinue to  the  end  of  the  world ; an  Order  perpe- 
tual, univerfal,  unalterable. 

As  grey  hairs  give  precedence  to  age,  fo  do 
antient  pedigrees  to  families  : neither  jan  we 
claim  that  prerogative  for  our  nation  upon  a bet-  , 
ter  plea,  than  by  faying,  it  is  an  antient  nation. 

But  however  nations  themfelves,  much  more  then 
families,  feem  to  have  their  periods  fixed,  their 
I*  appointed  time,  beyond  which  they  fliall  not  pafs. 

' But  this  is  the  blelfing  entail’d  on  the  houfe  of 

Levi^  that  it  faileth  not.  As  it  was  from  the  firft 
cotemporary  with  Chrift’s  vifible  Church,  fo  will 
; it  be  co£Eval  with  it.  It  is  a matter  of  fad:,  that 
the  Chriftian  Priedhood  has  already  outlafted  the 
Aaronical  above  an  age  : and  ’tis  an  article  of 
faith,  that  it 'is  to  lad  thro’  all  ages  to  come. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  antient  feds,  thofe  pro- 
feded  rivals  of  our  Order,  we  find  them  to  have 
been  temporary  things.  They  have  made  a tu- 
mult and  a blaze  perhaps  for  a century,  and  then 
vanidied  away.  And  if  we  look  to  thofe  among 
us  at  this  day,  would  it  not  feem  infulting  to  put 
to  them  that  challenge  of  ° Tertullian^  Edant 
Origines^  &c.  “ let  them  fet  forth  the  originals 

“ of  their  Conventicles ; let  them  reckon  up  tl\e 
“ order  of  their  Teachers^  fo  running  dbwn  by  I 

“ their  fuccelTions  from  the  beginning,  as  that  ^ 

“ their  fird  Teacher  had  one  of  the  Apodles,  or  j 

- ^ ■ i- 

° Tertnll.  de  prsfcriptione  adv.  Hser.  i; 

“ Apo-  !j 
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“ Apoftol.cal  me  1,  for  his  author  or  prsdeceflbr.” 
Our  Church  and  Orcfer  can  well  anfwer  this  ^ 
challenge,  by  fliewing  an  uninterrupted  fuccef- 
fion  of  Bifliops , whofe  names  (land  upon 
record,  quite  down  from  an  Apoftle  to  the  laft 
exalted  to  that  honour.  But  as  for  fome  of  our 
feds,  5ye  can  produce  perfons,  that  can  out  date 
, their  pretenfions.  We  have  thofe  now  living  that 
Ifnew  their  founders,  faw  and  perhaps  madfe  ufe 
of  them  in  their  worldly  occupations.  Howe- 
ver certain  it  is,  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  thefe 
were  digged^  is  but  of  modern  difcovery  ; found 
out  of  man,  and  wrought  for  the  purpofes  of 
man  ; and  tho’  we  cannot  fix  the  date  of  their 
ending,  as  we  can  of  their  original ; yet  we  are 
Ads  V.  allured,  that  fince  the  thing  is  of  many  it  will  come 
38.  to  nought. 

if  we  pals  from  religious  feds  to  fecular  or- 
ders or  offices,  ereded  in  earthly  governments, , 
thefe,  tho’  lawful  and  honourable,  are  likewife 
but  of  man’s  creation  ; and  therefore  may  be 
dillblved  Ity  thofe  that  made  them.  Thefe  are 
indeed  generally  greateft  in  favour  with  the 
Princes  of  this  world  ; and  ’tis  but  natural  they 
ffiould  be  fo,  every  one  delighting  in  the  work  of 
his  own  hands.  And  God  himfelf  hath  fo  far  ho- 
noured them,  as  to  command  our  obedience  to 
them,  as  his  owm  ordinance.  But  then  to  which 
Matt.  of  thefe  faid  God  at  any  time,  Behold  I am  with 
sxvii>2o  alwayy  even  to  the  end  of  the  world i no  ; an- 
tiquity may  be  the  fortune  of  fecular  offices  j 
but  perpetuity  is  the  portion  of  ours. 


As 
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As  it  is  an  Order  perpetual,  the  fame  thro’  ail 
times ; fo  is  it  univerfal,  the  fame  in  all  places. 
Whereas  the  greateft  of  fecular  offices  are  but 
national : they  are  calculated  to  their  own  go- 
vernments ; and  moft  of  them  are  without  au- 
thority, many  of  them  without  name,  fave  in 
their  own  countrey. 

Laftly,  It  is  an  Order  that  is  unalterable.  It 
admits  of  no  new  forms,  no  additions,  no  mix- 
tures of  any  kind  whatfoever.  Some  have  in 
their  vifionary  fchemes  dream’d,  that  Lay-  elders 
might  be  added  to  the  Order,  like  the  clay  to  the 
feet  of  the  golden  image^  for  the  fupport  of  the 
body  of  Chrift.  But  thefe  have  been  found  ne- 
ver to  cleave  unto  it ; they  could  only  defile,  but 
no  way  ftrengthen. 

In  truth,  were  the  Chriftian  Prieflhcod  any 
lefs  than  of  divine  inftitution,  and  fo  alterable 
by  human  powers.,  the  Chriftian  Religion  it  felf 
would  foon  be  at  an  end.  For  by  the  appoint- 
ment or  licenfe  of  the  fame  powers  it  might 
come  to  pafs,  what  men  (held  p accurfed  by 
our  Church}  willi  might  come  to  pafs ; that  e- 
very  man  might  worlhip  God  in  his  own  way, 
might  make  or  be  his  own  prieft : and  every  fed: 
might  fet  up  its  own  device,  crying  to  the  mul- 


, P They  are  to  be  had  accurfed^  that  prefume  to  fay,  that  eve* 
ry  man  /hall  be  faved  by  the  law  or  fell  which  he  prcfejfeth^ 
Jo  that  he  be  diligent  to  frame  his  life  according  to  that  law^ 
and  the  light  of  Nature.  For  holy  Scripture  dow  fet  forth  un^ 
to  us  only  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrijlf  whereby  men  muji  be 
faved.  Artie,  of  Religion,  1 8. 
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titude,  Lo  ! here  h Chrijl.^  and  lo  ! there  is  Chrifiy 
till  Chrift  and  his  Religion  were  no  where  to 
be  found.  Verily  were  this  once  become  th?: 
law  of  man,  farewel  to  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

There  is  nothing  fixed  or  immutable  in  this 
world,  except  the  Church  of  Chrift,  and  its 
holy  priefthood ; the  immutability  of  both  which 
depends  wholly  upon  that  promife  of  Chrift, 
that  be  will  be  with  them  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world ; this  promife  enfuring  them  of 
his  prefence,  and  his  prefence  cauftng  their  con- 
tinuance. We  do  not  affirm,  that  this  promife 
is  entail’d  upon  any  particular  Church.  The 
Churches  we  read  of  in  the  Revelation^  which 
we  now  only  read  of,  are  fad  evidences,  that  the 
moft  flouriihing  among  them*  are  not  exempted 
from  deftrudtion.  We  acknowledge  too,  that 
fome  Churches  may  be  defac’d  in  fuch  manner, 
as  fcarceiy  to  bear  any  remains  of  Chrift’s 
image,  but  only  the  fuperfeription  of  his  name. 
We  acknowledge  farther,  that  the  Priefthood 
hath  in  thefe  latter  days  had  fome  of  its  orders 
fevered  from  it,  refembling  the  candleftick  with 
part  of  its  branches  broken  oft^  very  unbefeem- 
ing,  if  not  unferviceable,  to  be  hung  up  in  the 
Temple  of  God.  But  this  w^e  affirm,  which  has, 
always  been  a part  of  the  Catholick  Faith,*  that 
there  fhall  never  fail  in  fome  part  of  the  earth  a 
vifible  Church  of  Chrift  , with  its  Priefthood 
preferving  the  integrity  of  its  orders.  Gracious 
is  our  God,  who  hath  continu’d  from  the  begin- 
ning this  his  promife  unto  us : thanks  he  unto 
God  for  his  unfpeakahle  gift. 


Thus 
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Thus  we  have  look’d  back,  tho’  with  too  trati- 
fient  a view,  mto  the  rvck  whence  vo;  were  hewn : 
and  have  feen,  what  mighty  pillars  have  foi" 
.near  two  tlioufand  years  been  taken  out  thence ; 
which  being  eredted  on  the  foundation  of  the  A- 
poflles,  joyned  together  hy  Chriji^  the  chief  corner 
Jione,  have  all  along  fupported  the  Church  of 
God. 

We  have  feen  alfo  the  tranfcendency  of  our 
Order,  from  the  dignity  and  perpetuity  of  its 
inhitution.  That  as  we  are  taken  from  among 
men,  fo  cannot  we  be  taken  away  by  men : 
feeing  we  are  made  Priefts  not  by  the  power 
of  an  human  ordination,  nor  in  this  fenfe  af- 
ter the  law  of  a carnal  commandment : but  by 
virtue  of  the  commilfion  of  Chrifl:,  fealed  to 
thole  whom  the  Holy  Gholl  fliall  in  every 
age  call  to  the  Miniftry.  Tho’  therefore  the 
perfons  of  men,  of  our  great  forefathers,  who 
tas  we  have  feen)  are  gone  before  us,  of  us 
who  now  ftand  miniftring,  . and  of  thofe  who 
lhali  fucceed  us,  are  not  fujfered  to  continue  hy 
reafon  of  death ; yet  Chrift  hath  veiled  in  the 
Order,  what  he  alfo  received,  an  unchangeable 
Triefihood. 

I have  now  gone  thro’  the  two  heads  I pro- 
pofed ,'  and  am  truly  fenfible,  that  I ought  to 
apologize  not  only  for  the  imperfedlion  of 
what  I have  faid  ,•  but  chiefly  for  the  omiflion 
of  thofe  higher  arguments  and  proofs  for  the 
dignity  of  our  Order,  on  account  of  the  powers 
veiled  in  it,  the  honour  of  which  is  fuch,  that  no 
man  ever  taketh  them  to  himfelf.  For  to  them 

is 
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is  a ^ Commiflion  given,  as  mmifiers  of  Chrijly 
and  flewards  of  the  myfieries  of  Gody  to  dilpenfe 
the  Word,  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  to  adrainifter 
the  Sacraments,  to  ofler  up  Prayers  and  Thanks- 
givings in  the  Houfe  of  God,  to  blefs  the  people 
in  his  Name,  and  in  all  things  to  wait  at  the 
Altar,  as  in  diverfe  places  of  the  Gofpel  is  appoin- 
ted them.  To  them  is  committed  alfo  the  power 
to  *'^loofe  and  bindy  to  loofe  by  ^ remitting  fins 
to  the  penitent,  and  to  bind  by  retaining  fins  to 
tjo  nxx  obftinate ; yea  to  t rejebl  and  ^cut  off  from 
t Tic.  iii.  the  Church  hereticks,  and  reprobate  offenders. 

And  to  the  highefl;  Order  of  them  is  com’mit- 
r 1 Cor.v.  j power  of  laying  on  of  handsy  in  * confirming 
* Ads  the  baptized,  and  in  f ordaining  men  to  the  Mini- 
viii.  6.  ftry.  Thefe  things  doth  our  Church  hold,  and 
1 1 Tim.  |.Q  truth  of  thefe  do  all  that  minifter  therein, 
fubfcribe  ^ 

But  the  time  would  not  allow  me  to  fpeak  of 
thefe.  Only  I appeal  to  the  Word  of  God,  to 
which  the  confciences  of  men  muff:  appeal,  and 
therefore  to  the  common  faith y not  to  the  “ c owi- 


* Matt, 
xvi.  1 9 


*3  Although  in  the  vifible  Church  the  evil  be  ever  mingled 
with  the  good,  and  fometirnes  the  evil  have  chief  authority  in 
adminiftration  of  the  IVord  and  Sacraments  ; yet  fcrafmuch  as 
they  do  the  fame,  not  in  their  own  name,  but  in  Chrift’s,  and 
do  minifter  by  his  Commission  and  Authority,  ^c.  Artl 
of  B^l.  26. 

^ See  ft>rm  of  Abfolut ion  in  vifiting  the 
^ ^ That  ferfon  which  by  ofen  denunciation  of  the  Church  is 
rightly  cut  off  from  the  unity  of  the  Church,  and  excommunU 
cate,  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  whole  multitude  of  the  faithful, 
as  an  Heathen  and  Publican,  until  he  be  openly  reconciled  by 
penance.  Arc.  33. 
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wion  fenfe  of  Chridians,  if  thefe,  powers  belong 
not  to  our  Order.  They  are  not  prefamptmus 
claims^  fet  up  and  kept  up  by  all  Chridian  Bi- 
fliops,  quite  down  from  the  Apodles  to  the  pre. 
fent  Fathers  of  this  Church,  with  that  black  in- 
tent,- that  thereby  they  might  become  the  “ ter- 
rors of  men,  or  create  to  themfelves  the  horror  of  a 
dreadful  'veneration.  Neither  are  they  “ terms 
of  art,  vain  words,  niceties  and  trifles  ; but  real 
powers,  real  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  given  un-  iv. 
to  men  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer, 
v’i^en  he  makes  them  overfeers  over  the  Church  of 
Cod.  Good  God ! W’ho  ’ fliall  call  that  vain  or 
trivial,  which  the  Spirit  of  Wifdom  hath  made 
necedary  for  carrying  on  his  eternal  purpofes, 
which  he  purpofed  in  his  Church,  for  the  perfe-  Ibid.xii. 
Xting  of  the  Saints,  for  the  work  of  the  Miniflry, 
for  the  edifying  of  the  Body  of  Chrifl  ? . Surely  if 
under  the  Law  he,  who  preiumed  without  con- 
fecration  to  offer  incenfe,  invading  the  facerdotal 
Powers,  was  moft  remarkably  fmitten  of  the  Lord 
with  a punifhment  adapted  to  his  facrilegious 
boldnels  ; for  he  became  leprous  in  his  forehead,  ^ Chron. 
and  was  immediately  thrufl  out,  and  for  ever  cut 
oflX  from  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  : of  how  much  forer 
punifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  he  thought  worthy, 
who  having  received  thefe  powers  from  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  fealed  to  him  at  the  Altar  by  laying  on 
of  Hands  and  in  the  blood  of  the  Covenant,  lliall 
after  all  this  do  fuch  defpiteto  the  Spirit  of  Grace, 
as  to  call  them  away  in  derifion  into  the  dirt  of 
the  ftreets,  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  the  mul- 
titude. 


But 
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But  I muft  liaflen  to  my  lafl:  head.  Having  ^ 
then,  my  brethren,  looked  back  and  furveyed 
the  great  and  glorious  men,  that  have  fucceffive- 
ly  been  of  our  Order,  I come,  as  the  proper 
effed  of  fuch  a view  or  retrofped, 

3“*'^,  To  exhort  you  to  manifeft  your  relation  1 
to  them,  by  imitating  their  examples,  and  by  j 
walking  worthy  of  fuch  a defcent.  j 

I*,  Let  us  Ihew  to  the  world,  that  we  inherit 
the  principles  of  our  Fathers,  by  our  ftedfaft  ad- 
herence to  the  Church  of  England^  at  whofe  altars 
they  ferv’d,and  from  which  we  our  felves  were  f^d. 
To  this  end  let  us  imitate  their  conftancy,  efpe- 
cially  in  two  inftances  ; i®,  In  holding  fad:  to  her 
Dodrine  againfl  the  attacks  of  Popery ; And, 
to  her  Difcipline  againfl  the  underminings  of 
Presbytery. 

1 *,  Let  us  be  conflant  to  her  Dodrine  ; re- 
membring  that  we  are  the  defcendants  of  thofe, 
who  under  tiie  hrfl  Popifli  Reign  after  the  Refor- 
mation refihed  unto  blood  j and  that  we  are  the 
immediate  children  of  thofe,  who  under  a late 
Popifli  Reign  refilled  unto  bonds.  So  that  the 
dread  of  Popery  is  in  ail  of  us  hereditary,  in 
many  of  us  inborn.  Befides  this  abhorence  a- 
gainfl  the  fanguinary  methods  of  Rome,  there  is 
one  thing  that  fliould  inflame  our  refentment  a- 
gainfl  her,  which  is  her  witchcraft,  (^for  witch- 
craft it  is)  whereby  flie  makes  the  fufpicion  of 
Popery  to  cleave  unto  the  Clergy  and  to  their  feed,* 
notwithftanding  that  from  the  martyrdom  of 
our  Reformers  down  to  the  late  imprifonment 
of  our  Bifliops,  from  the  Reformation  down  to 
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this  day,  they  (I  might  fay  they  alone)  have 
by  their  pens  and  tonpes,  by  their  writing 
and  preaching,  by  their  ading  and  fuflering, 
proved  to  the  world,  that  they  have  hated  her 
corruptions  with  a perfe^  hatred.  However  let 
not  the  abhorrence  of  one  extreme  drive  us, 
like  the  children  of  fear  or  folly,  into  the  o- 
ther  : but  like  the  forts  of  wifdom  and  cou- 
rage. 

2*^'^,  Let  us  fliew  the  fame  conftancy  to  the 
Difcipline  of  our  Church  againfl  the  under- 
minings of  Presbytery  ; remembring,  my  bre- 
thren, as  we  rauft  remember,  that  we  are  the 
fons  and  grandfons  of  thofe  great  men,  Mar- 
tyrs and  Confeflbrs,  who  fuffded  under  their 
perfecution,  when  they  made  havock  of  the 
Churchy  haling  into  prifon  men  and  women^  our 
ejeded  forefathers  and  their  wives,  with  their 
children  hanging  at  their  breafts  ,*  for  the  redrefs 
of  whofe  ful^rings  this  Corporation  was  foun- 
ded, and  the  remembrance  whereof  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  mingle  tears  with  this  our  anniverfary 
rejoycing. 

But,  my  brethren,  this  manifeflation  of  our 
principles  is  not  enough : our  proteftations  a- 
gainfl:  thefe  two  adverfaries  do  by  no  means 
fhew  our  real  profelTions.  We  of  the  Church 
of  England  wear  the  name  of  Protestants 
with  other  nations,  as  protefting  againfl:  Po- 
pery ; and  we  deferve  it  above  them  all. 
But  this  only  founds  our  negative  charader, 
declaring  what  we  are  not.  But  the  Church 
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oF  England  demands  of  her  fons  principles,  that 
are  politive,  real,  and  definitive,  what  they  are. 
Confent  to  her  Doctrine  fet  forth  in  her  Articles 
and  Homilies,  and  conformity  to  her  Difcipline 
prefcribed  in  her  Liturgy  and  Canons  ; thefe 
fpecify  and  define  the  character,  and  (lamp  the 
denomination  belonging  and  appropriate  to  the 
Ions  of  this  Church. 

As  God  has  divided  us  into  feveral  profelfi- 
ons ; fo  has  he  placejJ  us,  as  at  feveral  ftations, 
to  guard  his  Church,  fome  by  their  learning, 
fome  by  their  counfel,  fome  by  their  wealth, 
fome  by  their  authority,  but  all  by  their  con- 
llancy.  It  is  incumbent  on  us  chiefly,  who 
aie  bred  up  to  the  Mihiftry,  to  defend  its 
rights  ; but  then  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  to 
defend  us.  Ye  fee  and  hear  that  againft  us 
is  the  open  cry  of  the  adverfary : againft  us 
Shepherds  is  the  rage  of  ravenous  wolves,  be- 
caufe  we  keep  up  the  fences  of  the  fold.  Where- 
fore your  union  or  difperfion,  your  defence  or 
deflrudion  , is  bound  up  with  ours.  For  be  yc 
allured,  could  they  in  this  fenfe  fmite  the  pjep- 
herd^  the  Jheep  would  immediately  he  fcattered. 

But,  As  we  ihould  inherit  their  princi- 
ples, fo  fliould  we  tranferibe  their  pracilice. 

John  viii.  When  the  Jews  affirmed,  that  Ahraham  was 
39-  their  father^  our  Saviour  reply’d,  that  if  they 
were  Ahrahanis  children^  then  would  they  do  the 
works  of  Abraham.  'Tis  refemblance  in  our  a- 
dlions  and  not  in  our  perfons,  that  is  the  true 
teft  of  our  relation  or  defeent.  Behold,  faith 

our 
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bur  Lord,  my  mother  and  my  brethren.  Who  fVlark  iii. 

were  thofe  ? They  that  did  the  will  of  his 

ther. 

I verily  believe,  there  are  many  peculiar  and 
invifible  blelTings  vouchfafed  to  us  above  other 
men  purely  upon  the  account  of  our  birth. 

But  a blelling  vifible,  and  next,  if  not  equal, 
to  that  of  our  birth,  is  the  benefit  of  our  e- 
ducation.  Happy  are  we,  that  we  are  born 
of,  but  happier  yet  that  we  are  bred  up  by 
fuch  parents  : under  whofe  roof  we  have  dwelt 
as  within  the  verge  of  the  tabernacle,  where 
from  our  youth  up  we  have  been  blelTed  with 
the  morning  and  evening  facrifice  ; where  our 
eyes  have  feen  no  ill  examples,  nor  our  ears 
heard  any  corrupt  communications ; where  we 
have  fat  at  the  feet  of  our  fathers,  liftening 
to  their  inftrudions , and  have  been  moulded 
by  their  hands  into  all  virtuous  imprefiions: 
an  advantage,  my  brethren,  not  to  be  obtain- 
ed in  the  houfes  and  among  the  children  of 
Nobles,  nor  to  be  bought  with  a price.  For 
tho’  thofe  families  are  vifibly  beft  difciplin’d 
and  noverned,  where  our  daily  miniftrations 
keep  mp  the  power  and  face  of  Religion ; tho’ 
they  find  their  account  in  that  direction, 
to  forfake  the  Levite  Jo  long  as  they  live  yet ‘9* 
there  is  a great  difference  in  the  (economy, 
where  the  Levite  officiates  as  a miniffer,  and 
where  he  governs  as  a mafter.  So  that  in  his 
own  houfe  only  the  authority  of  a mafter,  the 
affedlion  of  a father,  the  skill  of  an  inftrueftor, 
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the  faithfulnefs  of  a counfellor,  being  added  to 
and  fandfified  by  the  office  of  the  Prieft,  do 
all  concur  and  co- operate,  to  fix  the  impreffi- 
on  of  goodnefs  deep  upon  the  hearts  of  his 
children,  and  to  work  up  their  education  to  a 
perfedion,  no  w-ay  attainable  in  the  houfes  of 
other  men. 

But  then  to  whom  God  has  given  fuch  advan- 
tages, of  them  win  he  require  the  more.  And 
the  world  it  felf  exads  it  of  us,  tho’  it  will  al- 
low^ it  in  us  alone.  For  that  profefied  flridnefs 
of  behaviour  and  fandity  of  life  is  commenda- 
ble in  the  fons  of  Clergymen,  which  in  others 
can  hardly,  in  this  licentious  age,  efcape  the 
cenfures  of  oflentation  or  hypocrify.  Ye  may 
be  good,  and  appear  good  : others  tho’  equally 
good,  are  not  allowed  to  make  a lliew  of  it  o- 
penly.  Your  goodnefs  may  pafs  to  and  fro 
without  examination:  that  of  other  men  has  not 
this  privilege  ; but  is  obliged  to  give  frequent 
proofs,  to  exhibit  as  it  w-ere  teflimonials,  that  it 
is  not  counterfeit. 

Befides,  as  ye  are  fcattered  in  facoh.,  fpread 
into  every  tribe  and  calling,  fo  ’tis  greatly  in 
your  power  to  diffufe  Religion  into  all.ll  As 
a little  leven  levens  the  ivhole  lump^  fo  one 
righteous  family  will  influence  a neighbourhood. 
There  is  in  all  places  a feed  of  evil  doers ^ which 
fpreads  it  felf,  becaufe  it  is  a feed  or  generati- 
on ; and  their  wickednefs  grows  by  fraternities. 
Te  are  a chofen  generation.,  holy  by  defcent,  holy 
by  education.  It  is  doubtkfs  therefore  in  your 
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power,  as  well  to  reform,  as  in  the  others  to 
corrupt  the  generations  of  men. 

But  the  lad  quality,  or  grace,  which  we 
fhould  tranfcribe  from  the  examples  of  our 
anceftors,  rooted  in  their  principles,  and  aboun- 
ding in  their  practice,  is  that  moft  excellent 
gift  of  Charity  If  we  look  back  to  thofe  migh- 
ty inflances  of  it  in  antient  times,  their  foun- 
ding of  Colleges,  Schools,  and  Hofpitals,  thefe 
muft  be  matter  of  our  praife  rather  than  imi- 
tation. Bnt  the  charity  of  our  own  parents 
in  their  narrow  diflrids  hath  been  exemplary, 
fo  their  powers  yea^  we  hear  them  witnefs^  and 
heyond-  their  power-  Their  charity  has  general- 
ly flo'w’d  but  from  a little  crufe  ; which  yet 
has  been  feen  to  flow  continually  3 but  whence 
it  came,  that  it  no  oftener  fail’d,  has  been  in- 
vifible  and  next  to  miraculous.  Wherefore 
as  we  fliould  walk  in  the  footfleps  of  our  fa- 
thers, fo  fliould  we  open  our  hands,  as  they  did, 
in  all  works  of  Charity ; as  men,  in  our  private 
fpheres  j as  fellow  citizens,  in  all  publick  con- 
tributions. 

I canrot  pafs  by  wdthout  earneftly  recom- 
mending thofe  Schools  of  Charity,  fet  up  for 
the  education  of  poor  children,  which  are  the 
work  and  w'onder  of  this  age  and  nation,  and 
the  blefling  of  Heaven.  For  tho’  they  have 
been  indullrioufly  planted,  and  as  plentifully 
watered  ; yet  by  the  incredible  fvviflrncTs  of 
their  propagation , fo  fuperior  to  the  ufual 
working  ot  human  means,  it  appears,  that 
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they  have  increafed  with  the  iftcreafe  of 
God. 

But  this  body,  founded  and  incorporated 
foj  relief  of  tf)c  poo?  toiaotus  ana  ct)tla?en  of  CUrgp- 
intn,  tho’  partly  of  the  like  nature,  has  fome 
peculiar  differences  and  advantages,  that  rnay 
be  fpoken  on  its  behalf. 

I*,  It  has  the  (lamp  and  recommendation  of 
publick  authority,  by  which  its  Charter  was 
originally  founded,  and  by  which  it  has  fince 
been  enlarged ; fo  that  it  enjoys  a double  con- 
firmation from  the  Throne.  Wherefore  in 
giving  to  thofe  vSchools,  our  Charity  flows  on- 
ly into  a colledlion  ; but  in  giving  to  this,  it 
is  receiv’d  into  a foundation.  And  fhould  any 
evil  furmife  be  caft  upon  this  Charity,  that  it 
is  for  the  fupport  of  a rebellious  feed  ; the  ve- 
ry words  of  our  Charter  teflify,  that  this  Roy- 
al favour  was  granted  in  conCDcration  cf  tt)E  great 
fttfferings  of  fljc  (Slcrgv  of  England  for  ffjdr  lopalfp  t 
words  worthy  to  1^  written  with  a pen  of 
iron,  and  to  he  graven  upon  the  horns  of  our 
altars.  No  : were  there  need  of  any  farther 
witnefs  for  the  loyalty  of  our  Clergy,  fo  a- 
bounding  in  the  hiflories,  records,  and  annals 
of  the  Kingdom,  this  very  Charter  is  hence- 
forth a (landing  record,  that  the  houfe  of  Levi 
is  not  a rebellious  houfe. 

The  fupport  of  this  Charity  is  generally 
carried  on  within  our  own  Body,  not  indeed  ex- 
clufive  of,  nor  unthankful  for  the  free-will  offer- 
ings of  others,  lovers  of  our  Sion,  and  of  the 
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fons  thereof.  God  reftore  it  ieven-fold  to  them, 
and  to  their  children  after  them.  Not  but  the 
fettled  endowments  given  to  it  hitherto  have 
been  generally  from  perfbns  of  the  houlhold  of 
the  Clergy,  mollly  of  the  Order. 

^diy^  The  objeds  of  this  Charity,  are  partly 
of  a differing,  and  of  a far  more  moving  nature. 
When  w'e  recommend  thofe  Schools  to  the  Con- 
gregation, as  it  is  our  ofHce  and  delight  to  do, 
we  intercede  then  for  the  children  of  the  poor 
in  general,  whether  orphans  or  not.  But  here 
we  not  only  folicit  for  the  fatherlels,  but  more- 
over plead  the  caufe  of  the  widows  : fuch  father- 
lefs  and  fuch  widows,  whom  the  world  it  felf, 
in  honour  to  the  deceafed,  and  to  the  Church 
of  God,  will  not  permit  to  be  put  upon  the  level 
with  other  poor,  nor  to  partake,  of  the  com- 
mon methods  of  fupport,  or  education.  And 
whither  fliould  they  go  ? whither  but  to  the 
houlhold  of  their  brethren  ? 

Adverfity  always  appears  in  a darker  veil, 
when  worn  by  perfons  of  merit,  and  that  in 
proportion  to  their  merit.  When  therefore  we 
behold  widows,  which  for  their  piety  and  good 
works  might  in  the  Apoftles  definition  be  called 
widows  indeed^  labouring  under  the  weight  of 
children,  the  difficulties  of  fortune,  and  pro- 
bably the  infirmities  of  age;  when  numbers  of 
tliefe  perfbns  of  good  birth  and  equal  educa- 
tion fliall  be  found  in  the  houfe  of  afflidion, 
there  is  not  a more  afled:ing  confideration  in  hu- 
man life. 
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As  for  the  reliefs  of  men  of  a fuperior  rank, 
who  have  from  the  pofTelfion  fell  to  the  lofs 
of  all  things,  the  examples  of  fuch  are  rare  ; 
and  when  they  happen,  they  ftrike  us  rather 
with  confternation  than  companion.  And  as 
for  the  relids  of  thofe  placed  in  the  ranks 
below  us,  as  the  alteration  upon  the  death  of 
the  husband  is  lefs , fo  they  themfelves  are 
better  able  to  bear  it,  had  it  been  greater. 
For  their  tempers  are  naturally  of  an  hardier 
metal,  which  is  generally  confirmed  and  inu- 
red by  a rougher  education  and  courfe  of  life  ,• 
fo  that  they  can  fupport  with  eafe  thofe 
flrokes  of  fortune,  which  fall  too  heavy  up- 
on perfons  of  a finer  difpofition.  The  edu- 
cation of  thefe  proves  now  their  difadvan- 
tage;  and  the  greater  happinefs  of  their  for- 
mer eftate  does  but  quicken  the  fenfe  of  the 
alteration. 

There  is  no  need  furely  of  pleading  then  for 
the  fatherlefs,  if  the  widow  her  felf  be  defolate : 
for  if  the  vine  fall  to  the  ground,  fo  muft  the 
branches.  Many  other  arguments,  many  ag- 
gravations might  be  added  to  this  reprefenta- 
tion  and  pidure  of  their  mifery  : but  I chufe 
to  draw  a curtain  before  it,  as  knowing,  that 
whilft  I awaken  your  pity,  I feed  the  fcorn  of 
the  adverfary. 

For  I am  confcious,  it  will  be  asked,  how 
comes  it  that  the  feed  of  thus  blefled 
of  the  Lord,  the  pofterity  of  fuch  a glorious 
Order  of  men , Ihould  be  thus  reduced,  or 

born 


( n ) 

born  to  extremities,  and  to  receive  alms  from 
the  mothers  womb  ? Go  thou  (corner,  go  round 
the  coafts  of  Sion,  through  all  the  divisions  of  our 
Church,*  tell  the  number  of  her  Impropriations  ! 
How  many  are  there  that  wait  at  the  altar,  who 
are  not  partakers  of  that  altar  ? How  many  hun- 
dreds are  there  of  our  fathers  and  brethren,  that 
have  upon  them  the  charge  of  thoufands,  labou- 
ring in  the  Miniftry  day  and  night,  whilftthey, 
their  wives,  and  their  little  ones,  would  be  glad 
of  the  fragments,  that  come  from  the  Impropria- 
tors table  > But  I am  unwilling  to  tell  their 
' number  j I am  unwilling  to  call  up  fo  ill  a 
fame  upon  the  memory  of  the  Reformation. 
However,  were  thefe  the  only  fubje(li  of  our 
complaint,  the  unhappinefs  and  ill  fate,  w'hich 
are  univerfally  thought  to  purfue  and  cleave 
unto  thole  tenures,  might  in  time  induce  the 
pollellbrs  of  them  to  fend  them  back  again,  as 
the  fhiliflines  did  the  Ark,  to  their  own  place. 
But  there  are  thoufands  of  Cures  of  different 
titles  and  tenures,  the  yearly  maintenance  where- 
of, I blulh  to  fpeak  it,  are  far  inferior  to  the 
ufual  hire  or  fupport  of  the  meaneft  domeflicks ; 
fo  much  lefs  regard  is  paid  by  men  to  thofe  who 
wait  at  the  Lord’s  table,  than  to  thofe  who 
(land  round  their  own.  What  man  is  there 
that  calls  himfelf  a Churchman  or  a Chriftian, 


t Ihs  number  of  impropriated  Livings  are  above  3500, 
which  is  more  than  a third  of  all  the  Livings  in  England,  he^ 
ing  in  number /omewbat  above 
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but  mull:  look  with  weeping  eyes  and  a bleeding 
heart  upon  this  little  patrimony  or  pittance  of 
the  Church,  which  fraud,  rapine  and  rebellion 
have  left ; which  facrilege,  hungry  like  the 
Prov.xxx  grave,  and  like  the  grave  ne^er  fatisfed,  hath 
*5-  not  yet  eaten  up  ? ’Tis  ftrange,  exceeding  ftrange, 
that  the  poverty  of  thefe  lliould  be  feldom  made 
ufe  of,  unlefs  perhaps  to  fet  off  and  upbraid  the 
few  more  plentiful  provifions,  which  hply  men, 
generally  Bifliops,  have  dedicated  to  the  honour 
of  God’s  Church,  by  annexing  them  to'  the 
higher  dignities  thereof.  But  w hat  are  thefe  en- 
vied provifions,  even  the  mod  plentiful  of  thefe  ? 
Whatever  they  were,  they  have  been  fo  feverely 
retrench’d,  that  moft  of  them  are  now  fcarce 
anfwerable  to  the  burthen,  that  attends  them  at 
the  entrance,  or  in  the  difcharge.  Should  I fay, 
that  the  conforts  of  Bilhops,  holy,  learned,  and 
even  frugal  men , have  been  left  beggars,  I 
fhould  fay  but  what  I know.  Every  one  knows, 


V In  the  feigns  of  Edvv.  6.  and  Eliz.  many  of  the  bejl 
Manors  x^ere  taken  or  granted  arvay  from  the  Bifoofricks  ; and 
from  the  Deaneries  and  Chapters  not  a few, 

H^hat  thro^  the  defalcations  from  the  revenues  of  the  fuperior 
Clergy  by  thefe  means^  and  from  thofe  of  the  inferior  thro*  the 
number  of  Impropriations^  the  multitude  of  Abbey* and 
others  exempted  from  paying  tytheSy  thro*  the  great  wajle  of  the 
HebelJion,  and  other  daily  incroachments,  our  Clergy  are  become 
the  worjl  provided  for  of  any  in  the  Cbriftian  world.  Not  but 
had  there  been  none  of  thefe  fubJlraSions  from  them,  yet  Heylin 
in  his  TraB  concerning  Tythes,  proves  this  point : “ That  ne* 
**  ver  any  Clergy  in  the  Church  of  God  hath  been  or  is  main- 
**  tained  with  left  charge  to  the  fubjeB,  than  the  efiabUfioed, 
Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England.  ^ 
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that  there  are  hundreds,  yea  thoufands  of  fecu- 
lar  oflices,  entered  into  with  little  coft,  fup- 
ported  with  as  little  hofpitality,  the  revenue 
whereof  equals  that  annexed  to  moft  of  our 
Bifliopricks  : and  there  are  fome,  which  in  value 
would  balance  them  all,  when  put  into  the  fcale 
together. 

It  is  wonderful  to  confider  the  difference  of 
times.  Our  anceftors  had  fuch  an  affedion 
to  the  'Church  and  Clergy,  that  nothing  was 
thought  too  much  for  their  fupport : Statutes 
of  Mortmain  were  thought  neceflary,  and  were 
, neceflary,  to  bind  up  their  hands  from  making 
perpetual  augmentations.  In  thefe  latter  ages, 
not  only  every  gift  has  been  deem’d  a wafle, 
but  every  right  a remainder  of  fuperflition  ; 
or  to  complain  in  Hookers  words,  “ to  give 
“ ought  to  the  Church  hath  fmelt  of  Judaifm  or 
j “ Popery  j but  to  take  from  it,  been  term’d  Re- 
^ “ formation  infomuch  that  reflraining  Sta~ 
tutes  have  been  alfo  made,  being  found  as  ne- 
ceffary,  to  prevent  perpetual  alienations.  Yet 
that  which  makes  this  difference  the  more 
wonderful  is,  that  the  learning  and  merit  of 
the  prefent  Clergy  is  as  much  increafed,  as 
their  maintenance  is  diminilhed.  We  have 
Presbyters  lying  hid  in  every  diocefe^  who  for 
their  labour  in  the  Word  might  challenge  dou- 
ble honour^  who  for  their  eminency  in  learn- 
ing would  adorn  a Mitre.  And  as  for  the  ge- 
; neral  body  of  the  Clergy,  however  ill  fupport- 
ed  or  ill  fpoken  of,  this  we  affirm,  and  this 
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we  infift  upon,  as  a truth  beyond  all  contra- 
didion  ; that  no  Church  on  earth  hath  or  e- 
ver  had  a Miniftry,  fo  abounding  with  learn- 
ing, fo  highly  to  he  efleemed  for  their,  works 
fake,  or  any  thing  like,  any  thing  comparable 
to  that,  which  this  Church  may  glory  in  at 
this  very  hour.  Neither  doubt  we,  but  God 
will  caufe  the  fame  rod  of  Aaron,  which  hathL 
thus  as  it  were  miraculoufly  put  forth,  ftill  to 
bud  and  bloffom  more  abundantly  ; to  be  a 
memorial  to  all  IJrael,  that  the  Lord  hath  cho- 
fen  the  feed  of  Aaron  to  minifter  before  him  ; 
and  if  the  other  tribes  give  them  not  their  al- 
lotted portion,  that  the  Lord  himfelf  will  be  their 
inheritance. 

Thanks  be  to  our  God,  that  he  hath  flrew- 
ed,  that  he  is  our  inheritance  and  we  his  care, 
by  turning  of  late  the  hearts  and  hands  of  ma- 
ny towards  us,  thro’  the  wondrous  influence 
of  the  Royal  Benefadion,  left  us  by  our  late 
mofl  pious,  mofl;  bountiful,  moft  beloved  Queen  j 
who  as  flie  always,  like  Nehemiah,  fpake  com- 
% fort  ally  to  the  Levites,  that  taught  the  good  know- 

XXX.  az.  ledge  of  the  Lord ; fo  llie  Ihewed,  that  flie  tru- 
ly loved  them  by  that  unparallel’d  ad  of  her 
Bounty  ; a Bounty  which  now  (lands  open  as 
an  holy  fund  or  treafury,  like  that  at  Jerufalem, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Temple  : into  which  it 
is  a pleafing  view  to  Chriflians  as  it  was  to 
Chrift,  to  fit  and  hehold  how  multitudes  caft  in, 
out  of  a joint  love  which  they  bear  to  the 
Church,  and  to  the  memory  of  that  blelTed 
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Nurfwg  mother  of  the  Cliurch  : a Bounty,  which 
is  co-ordinate  with,  tho’  foperior  to,  the  defiprn 
of  this  Corporation  ; that  being  to  prevent  in 
future  ages,  this  to  fupply  in  the  prefent  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  Clergy  and  the!r  pofterity  ; that 
being  to  work  out  the  inveteracy  of  the  caufe, 
this  to  all'wage  the  prefent  mifery  of  the  diftem- 
per.  Her  name  therefore  ought  to  ftand  the 
firft  in  the  rolls  of  Benefactors  to  the  Clergy, 
and  to  be  mentioned,  yea  magnified  on  this  day 
with  our  united  acclamations. 

On  this  day  likewife  let  the  loving-kindnefs 
of  our  Royal  Founder  ahvay  be  had  in  Remem- 
brance, who  in  his  princely  “ compafiion  found- 
ed our  Charter  : and  no  lefs  that  of  our  prefent 
Sovereign,  who  in  his  mod  gracious  difpofition 
was  pleafed  to  enlarge  it,  and  that  to  an  extent 
not  only  beyond  our  prefent  necefiity,  but 
chiefly  for  the  reception  of  iuture  augmenta- 
tions. 

Next  to  thefe  Royal  patterns  let  the  name  of 
our  late  munificent  Benefactor  be  ever  ho- 
noured ; whofe  Charity  to  thefe  widows  and 
their  fons  exceeding  the  extent  of  our  Charter, 
refembles  that  of  Elijha  to  the  like  objeCls,  when  ‘ ^ 

the  oyl  flowed  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  veflels. 

A man  refembling  Elijha  in  his  chara(9:er,  as 
W'ell  as  his  benefaClion.  For  as  be  was  a Pro- 
phet himfelf,  yea  the  fon  of  a Prophet ; fo  God 
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made  him  Governour  over  a School  of  the 
Prophets,  out  of  which  he  had  raifed  to  his 
Church  fome  of  thofc  greateft  ^ Lights  before 
cited,  which  gratitude  obliges  me  to  mention  to 
its  everlalfing  rAiown. 

This  Benefadfion,  befides  its  own  greatneft, 
has  by  that  greatnefs  an  attradive  force,  and 
will  of  courfe  draw  into  it  leller  Benefadlions. 
For  before  very  good  Difciples  never  had  it  in 
their  thoughts  to  offer  their  few  /oaves  and  fjhesy 
their  fmall  abilities,  fo  unequal  to  the  numbers 
to  be  fed.  For  without  a miracle  what  were  thefe 
among  fo  many  ? it  would  rather  mock,  than  feed 
fo  great  a multitude.  But  now  after  the  reple- 
niihment  of  this  great  Benefadion,  every  additi- 
on will  henceforth  have  its  effed  j after  the  re- 
frefliment  of  this  plentiful  fliower  over  all  the  dry 
ground,  the  very  drops  of  rain  will  water  the  earth. 
Wherefore  it  is  our  part  always  on  this  Anniver- 
fary  meeting  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  this 
and  all  other  Benefadors,  with  earneft  prayers, 
that  he  would  daily  add  to  their  number. 

It  is  high  time,  more  than  time,  I ftiould  come 
to  a conclufion : which  I ihall  do,  after  having 
added  thefe  few  words  relating  to  this  our  folemn 
meeting.  A pleafant  thing  it  is,  the  more  plea- 
fant,  becaufe  rare,  to  hehold  brethren  to  dwell  to- 
gether in  unity.  But  to  behold  them  to  teflify 
their  unity  by  aflembling  in  the  houfe  of  God, 
is  moreover  a bleffed  thing.  We  read,  that  in 
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y Jewel,  Raynqlds,  Hooker,  Jackfon,  Pocock. 
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Solomons  temple  at  the  feafl  of  its  Dedication, 
when  the  Levites,  accompany’d  with  an  hundred i Chron. 
and  twenty  Priejls^  lif  ted  up  their  voice  voithtrum  ‘i,  «3* 
pets  and  cymlals^  and  injiruments  of  mufick^  to 
praife  the  Lord  ; how  it  came  to  pafs^  as  they  were 
one^  to  make  one  found  to  he  heard  in  praijlng  and 
thanking  the  Lordy  that  then  the  houfe  was  filed 
with  a cloud.  We,  a like  aflembly,  Priefts  and 
Levites  with  our  brethren,  are  met  together  in 
this  Temple  of  our  Jerufalem : and  we  have  lift- 
ed up  our  united  voices,  we  have  been  as  one,  in 
praifing  the  Lord.  Great  is  this  Houfe,  and  glo- 
rious is  this  Worfhip,\yhich  hath  herein  been  now 
made  unto  him.  Is  there  any  thing  on  this  fide 
Heaven  ? I know  not  any  thing,  to  be  compared 
to  what  our  eyes  have  feen,  and  our  hands  have 
offered  up  unto  the  Lord  this  day  ? Doubt  ye 
not  therefore,  but  that  he  favourably  accepts  us 
and  our  offering  ; and  that  his  bleffing  adlually 
refts  upon  us,  tho’  wrapt  up  and  covered  in  a 
cloud.  And  after  that  it  fliall  be  fealed  to  us  by 
him,  who  is  appointed  to  lift  up  his  hands  over^edm.i. 
the  congregation y to  give  the  hleffmg  of  the  Lordy  20. 
let  us  depart  hence  to  the  houfe  of  feafting : 
there  let  us  perfecSt  this  our  folemn  Feafl-day,  by 
adding  to  thefe  offices  of  piety,  temperance  j 
and  to  temperance,  charity.  But  let  us  take 
heed  that  no  fpot  be  feen  in  this  our  feafl  of  Cha- 
rity. And  then  may  we  depart  unto  our  tents, 
as  the  people  did  from  the  feafl:  of  Dedication, 
glad  and  merry  of  heart  for  all  the  goo dnefs  the 
Lord  Jhall  have  fbewed  unto  us  this  day. 

FINIS. 


